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QUESTION 1: COMPREHENSION TEST

Read the extract “The Biggest Land Animal” thoroughly and answer the following
questions.

1

2)

3)

The Biggest Land Animal

The first thing you probably notice about elephants is that they are big. They are the
biggest animals on land. Only some whales are bigger. Elephants spend aimost all
day working on staying big. Each day elephants eat 136 to 226 kilograms of food.
They eat grass, leaves, water plants, fruit, branches, and bark. They wash this food
down with as much as 190 litres of water each day.

Elephants have thick skins. The skin of an adult is 4 centimetres thick. It weighs
about 900 kilograms. Elephants do not sweat. They must cool off in other ways.
Sometimes they flap their big ears. At other times, they spray water on themselves.
They may also roll in mud. The mud dries on the skin. This layer protects the

elephant from the sun.

A unigue thing about the elephant is its trunk. The elephant breathes and smells with
its trunk. It uses its trunk to carry food and water to its mouth. With its trunk, an
elephant can pull up trees and dig for water. An elephant can pick up a 270 kilogram
log with its trunk. It can also use the tip of its trunk to pick up something as small as
a coin. Experts today think that elephants are in danger. Hunters threaten them.
People will need to work hard to make sure that elephants survive.




1.1 What is the first thing you notice about an elephant?

(M,

1.2. Explain in your own words how elephants work on staying big.

1.3. What animal is bigger than an elephant? (1)

1.4. Name the 6 things that an elephant will eat:
4(a)
4(b)
4(c)
4(d)
4(e)
4() . _(8)

1.5. Give 4 reason why an elephant’s trunk is unique.
5(a)
5(b)
5(c)
5(d)
S(e) (4)

1.6. Explain why elephants flap their ears.

1.7 Is the following sentence right or wrong?

“elephants roll around in the mud to protect them from the rain.”

1.8 Give a reason for your answer.

(1)

1.9 How thick is an elephant’s skin?
Write only a), b) or c).
a) 6 centimetres
b) 2 centimetres
. ¢} 4 centimetres

(1)




1.10 Explain why you think an elephant has a thick skin;

(1)

1.11 How much water does an elephant drink per day?
Write only &), b) or c).
a) 90 litres
b) 190 litres
c) 120 litres
(1)

1.12 Why do you think elephants do not sweat?
(1)

1.13 How does an elephant “cool off"?
13(a)
13(b)
13(c) | (3)

1.14 Do you think that elephants are in danger? Quote a sentence to support your
answer.

(2)

1.15 Explain in your own words how an elephant eats.

(M

1.16 Which of the following statements are correct.
Write only a) or b) or ¢). -
a) An elephant can pick up a 70 kilogram log with its trunk.
b) An elephant can pick up a 270 kilogram log with its trunk.
‘c) An elephant can pick up 70 logs with its trunk.
(1)




1.17 Complete the following sentence:

“It can also use the tip of its trunk to pick up something as small as a (M

Total i: 30

QUESTION 2[A]: LANGUAGE

Use the given passage and answer the following questions:

2.1 Give the correct forms of the adjectives. (Degrees of comparison)

a) smaller ' smallest
strong b) ' strongest
big bigger c)

(3)
2.2 Choose the correct form and fill in the correct pronoun: (they/ him/ she/ us/ he/ we)

a) After the male elephant had his fill of water left the watering hole.

b) The two elephants rolled around in the mud and then went for a swim.

c¢) The little girl was happy to see the elephants so took a few pictures. (3)

2.3 Rewrite the following sentences in direct speech:

a) Anne asked how many elephants there are.

(1)

b) The girl shouted that she saw four elephants.

(1)

2.4 Give the plural of watch in the following sentence:

| like my elephant watch, so now | want two elephant . &)

2.5 Underline the verb in the following sentences:
a) Sometimes they flap their big ears.

b) They may also roll in mud. (2)

2.5 Rewrite the correct form of verb on the line.

4




a) Elephahts like to (swam/swim) when it is hot.

b) After the elephant {eat/ate) his food he went to drink water. (2)

2.6 Rewrite the correct form of the verb on the line.

a) There (isfare) two elephants standing under the tree.

b) The elephant (is/are) busy eating.

(2)
{15]
QUESTION 2[B]: LANGUAGE
2.7 Underline the correct word.
Elephants are (a/an/ the) biggest animals on land. (1)

2.8 Choose the correct adverbs of degree to complete these sentences. {very, aimost,
too, nearly)

a) That elephant is big.
b) The sunis hot for the elephants.
c) The elephant reached the top branch of the tree. (3)

2.8 Choose the correct coliective noun:

herd | bunch | swarm |  flock | school | feam |
a)A of cattle.
b) A of fish.
c)A of bees.
d) A of sheep. (4)

2.10 Fill in the inverted commas to complete the Direct Speech:
a) | love watching the elephants! said Rose.

b) Do elephants use their trunks to drink the water? asked Robert. (4)



2.11 ldentify a word with a hard g sound from the passage:

(M

2.12 Underline the correct comparative:

Anne ran as (fast/fastest) as she could to tell her mother that she saw a baby elephant
yesterday and that he was the (smali/smallest) baby elephant she had ever seen at the
Z0o. (2)

[15]

Total : 30
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Lending a paw

1 Bruce gives the command, “Cindy = forward, girl.” But the big yellow Labrador
retriever refuses to move. She sees something her sightless owner
cannot — a big barrier across the sidewalk ahead. Cindy pushes against
Bruce’s leg and guides him around the danger. She is a guide dog, one of
thousands helping out.people who are disabled.

5 Abdul, a black Labrador, is a service dog. His partner, Kerri, is in a
wheelchair. She finds it  impossible to do such things as turn light switches
off or on, pick up something she has dropped, or open doors. So Abdul
now does these things for her. He and other dogs like him can handle nearly
ninety tasks. They will even pull a wheelchair or carry “their” person’s
belongings.

10 Most guide and service dogs are Labradors, Golden Retrievers, or German
Shepherds. These breeds seem best able to serve the needs of many
disabled people. But other four-legged helpers — the hearing ear dogs, for
example — need be only young, healthy, loving and quick to learn.

15 Many hearing ear dogs is adopted from animal shelters. They are then trained
to react to ringing doorbells or phones, clanging alarm ‘clocks or fire alarms,
crying babies, whistlihg tea kettles and other sounds.

19 After its training, a hearing ear dog is given to someone who cannot hear. The
dog’s job is to listen for any important sounds. When it hears one, it hurries
back and forth between its master and whatever it is signalling. The dog even
urges its master to follow by using nose nudges and paw pats.

23 And what might hearing dogs say of their jobs if they could talk? Like all these
other special dogs, they'd probably say: “We're people’s partners, and we
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1.1 According to the passage, what does a guide dog do?

a) barks b) sleeps ¢) helps people who are disabled (1)
1.2  What kind of dogs are good breeds to be used as guide dogs?

a) Jackrussels b) Chihuahua ¢) Golden Retrievers (1)
1.3  According to the passage, if all these special dogs could talk they would say:

a) Cindy-forward girl! b) We're special. c¢) We're people’s partners.(1)
1.4  Briefly describe the job of a hearing ear dog. (2)
1.5  Correct the grammatical error in line 15. Rewrite the sentence. (1)
1.6  Why doesn't Cindy want to move forward when her owner gives the command

“Cindy — forward, girl"? ' (2)
1.7  Are the following statements true/false? Quote from the passage to prove

your answer. |

1.7.1 A hearing ear dog is given to someone who is in a wheelchair. (2)

The hearing ear dog urges its master by barking only. (2)

1.7.2




1.7.3 Guide dogs are given to people who cannot hear. | (2)

1.8  Find a word in the passage that means the same as: 4)
1.8.1 physically incapable -

1.8.2 shift -
1.8.3 listening -
1.8.4 help -

1.9  You might have seen or heard of situations where disabled people have been
treated poorly because of their disability. What do you think we can do to
improve the treatment of disabled people? Name TWO things. (2)

1.10 Find a word in the passage that means the opposite of: (4)
1.10.1 fast -

1.10.2 lots -

1.10.3 il -

1.10.4 takes -
1.11 Explain in your OWN words what is meant by fending a hand’ (2)
1.12 Why do you think it is necessary to train dogs for disabled people? (1)




1.13 Explain what happens after a hearing ear dog is adopted from-a shelter.  (2)

TOTAL: [30]

Language Task 1: Question 2

Study the passage “Lending a helping paw”. Answer the following questions:

DEGREES OF COMPARISON
Complete the following sentences using the appropriate form of the adjective.

2.1
2.1.1 Sheis than her sister : (1)
a) prettier b) prettiest c) pretty
2.1.2 Marthais a girl. M
a) nicer b) nice C) nicest
2.1.3 Chinais a country. (1)
a) bigger b) biggest c) big

2.2 Change the following sentences to indirect speech:
2.2.1 Johanna said, “l am very angry at you!” (2)

2.2.2 The teacher replied, “You may leave the classroom.” (2)

2.3 Change the following sentences to direct speech:
2.3.1 Mom told James not to worry and that she would get the cat down. (2)




2.3.2 Suzie asked if her Mother could manage to reach the cat. (2)

2.5

3.1

3.2

3.3

Underline the correct form of the verb:

2.5.1 The children is/are making clay animals. )]
2.5.2 "Sue isfare looking at the painting. (1)
2.5.3 Rita and Sihle is/are going to make food. (1)
2.5.4 The teacher is/are counting the children as they get on the bus. (1)

TOTAL: [15]

Language Task 2: Question 3

Match column B to column A. Only write the correct answer on your record
sheet. Examgle 1. H

COLUMN A ANSWER COLUNN B
1. | A white elephant A. | Be excited.
2. | A bird’s eye view B. | Reveal the secret.
3. | Spill the beans C. | A view from the top.
4. | Walk on air D. | A day to celebrate
5. | A red-letter day E. | Keep your mouth
shut.
8. | Zip your mouth F. | Unwanted
possession.
(2x6 = 3)
Place the verb in brackets into the correct form in the past.
It was raining outside, when | suddenly 3.2.1 (see) a giant
leprechaun jumping up and down outside my bedroom window. | forbade the
thing to enter my bedroom because | 3.2.2 (be) terrified! While |
3.3.3 (check) to see that he followed my orders, | saw he
3.3.4 (cry), and it 3.3.5 (break) my heart. (5)

Underline the prefix in the following words.
3.3.1 defrost |
3.3.2 anticlockwise (2 x ¥2=1)




3.4

3.5

3.6

Underline the suffix in the following words.

3.4.1
3.4.2

friendship
loveable

Circle the ADJECTIVES in the sentence.
The huge wave crushed over the strong surfer.

Rewrite these sentences, adding punctuation:

3.6.1
3.6.2
3.6.3

3.6.4

there are about 370 species of sharks in worid

You can see about 100 of these species in south africa.
When he saw the penguins tsepo called loudly to Brian to
come and look.

dolphins and whales belong to the same family

(2 x ¥2=1)
(2 x ¥o=1)
(2x72=1)
(2x%2=1)
(2x7%=1)

(2x%=1)
TOTAL: [15]
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SECTION A : COMPREHENSION

Read the following article.

Can hppos swim?

The hippo spends most of its day in
or near water and comes out on to !
land at night to feed on plants. It does

not really swim, but it walks or runs
along underwater or on the bottom .
of the river at surprising speeds. l
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